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territorial redistribution which was a leading
characteristic of the Napoleonic period. On
his return to Paris, Bonaparte obtained per-
mission of the Director}' to attempt the con-
quest of Egypt, as a prelude to the restora-
tion of French supremacy in India. On July
21 he won the Battle of the Pyramids, but
on Aug. i was defeated by Nelson in the Bat-
tle of the Nile (Aboukir). Hearing of the suc-
cess of the second coalition in Europe, of the
French loss of Italy, and of the unsettled con-
dition of France, he left Kleber in command
in Egypt, and returned to France (Oct. 9,
1799). The revolution of Brumaire followed,
and the Consulate was established, with Bona-
parte as First Consul at the head of the gov-
ernment. On March 27, 1802, the peace of
Amiens was signed with Great Britain; on
Aug. i Bonaparte was proclaimed Consul for
life. The concordat with the Pope had al-
ready (1801) been signed, and Napoleon
gave to the nation the Bank of France, and
the Code Napoleon. During the years 1802
and 1803, however, Napoleon made prepara-
tions for a fresh development in foreign pol-
icy. He proposed to found one colonial em-
pire in the New World and another in In-
dia. He determined to rearrange the map
of Germany and to destroy Britain's com-
merce. On May 18, 1804^ he became Emper-
or of the French. The fall of Ulm (October
20, 1805) opened the way to Vienna; and
though Nelson's victory at Trafalgar, on Oc-
tober 21, destroyed the Spanish and French
fleets, Napoleon defeated the Austrians and
Russians on December 2 at Austerlitz, and
on December 26 forced the Emperor Francis
n. to make the treaty of Pressburg. In July,
1806, Napoleon formed the Confederation of
the Rhine. The Holy Roman Empire ceased
to exist, and on Aug. 6, 1806, the Emperor
Francis n. formally renounced his title of
German Emperor. No sooner had Napoleon
made Joseph Bonaparte King of Spain (June,
1808) than the Spanish people rose, and an
English expedition landed hi Portugal (Aug-
ust) , and Wellington won the battle of Vim-
eiro. The Peninsular War proved one of the
principal causes of the fall of Napoleon. In
seeking to strengthen his position, Napoleon
was led to divorce Josephine, and in 1810 to
marry Marie Louise of Austria. At the same
time he made almost superhuman efforts to
ruin England by means of his Continental
System. His disastrous campaign to Moscow
in 1812, undertaken while he had the Spanish
War on his hands, encouraged Europe to rise,
and in 1813 the war of liberation began. The

adhesion of Austria to the ranks of his ene-
mies was followed by the total defeat of the
French at Leipzig (Oct. 16-19, 1813). After
showing consummate but unavailing skill in
the campaign in France during the spring of
1814, Napoleon was forced to abdicate April
n, and Louis xvm. entered Paris. After a
short sojourn in Elba, Napoleon escaped and
landed in France on March 2, 1815, and his
reign of a hundred days began. The battle
of Waterloo (June 18) completed the down-
fall of his hopes, and he ended his days on
the Island of St. Helena. See Correspondence
de Napoleon I. (32 vols., 1858-70), Rose's
Life of Napoleon I. (1902) ; Watson, Napo-
leon (1926).

Napoleon II. (1811-32), the son of Napo-
leon i. and Marie Louise, sometimes known
as the Duke of Reichstadt. He is the hero
of E. Rostand's play, L'Aiglon (1899).

Napoleon III. (1808-73), Emperor of the
French, was the son of Louis Bonaparte,
brother of Napoleon i., and of Hortense
Beauharnais, daughter of Josephine. He was
born in Paris. On the death, in 1832, of the
Duke of Reichstadt, son of Napoleon i., he
became the head and hope of the Napoleonic
party. On Dec. 2, 1852, the Empire was
proclaimed, with Napoleon m. as Emperor.
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Napoleon supported England and Turkey in
the Crimean War. From 1860 to 1870 Na-
poleon steadily lost ground. Instead of de-
veloping a constitutional monarchy, he con-
tinued his despotic regime. He adopted a
menacing attitude towards Prussia when
news came that a Hohenzollern prince hiuf